AIR HEADS  

Paragliding - sport or obsession ?  

Color, HI DEF, Versions:  100 minutes , 53 min,and 43 min.
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The dream of free flight has always been with us. Many extreme sports these days are all trying to somehow simulate the notion of flight. These range from maddening mountain bike down hills with huge drops en route, to jumping off cliffs on snowboards and skis. What is so appealing to the notion of experiencing the pull of gravity, and hurtling one self through the air, all for the sake of achieving those minuscule moments of being truly airborne? Yet , there is one sport which has captivated the hearts of those that wanted to experience the closest thing to being an actual bird. This is the sport of paragliding. It does not just give one that free, floating feeling for mere seconds as bunji jumping might, or going further even, base jumping. Paragliding lets you actually fly and achieve something that comes closest to being a real bird, and in a sense, a true modern day’s Icarus.
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Air Heads is a documentary film which examines the subculture of paragliding. Following in the footsteps of cult classics like Canada’s National Film board’s  “Ski Bums” or the Surf epics “ Endless Summer”  ormore  recently “ Riding Giants “,  Airheads examines people with an obsession for flying. What makes this film special is the fact that as of yet, besides short lived cult industry flicks,  there has not been a proper, general interest documentary, ever done on the sport.

“What exactly is paragliding? “, one may ask.  It involves running off a mountainside with an already inflated parachute like device. It is often confused with the sport of parasailing, or being towed by a motorboat. Others often mistake it for skydiving or parachuting itself.

Paragliding has an interesting but fairly recent history. The filmmakers will follow the sport from it’s inception. It is rumoured to have begun in a small French town in the Alps, back in 1985. In those days, the nouveau flyers discovered that by running down a mountainside with an open parachute, one could lift them, and actually accomplish a short flight. Since then as technology progressed, the older parachute like devices have been replaced by elaborate, modern contraptions which resemble more the shape of a wing. What makes this all fascinating is the sport is so new it is still constantly changing, progressing and developing as we learn and try to keep up with it.
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But it is the people as always which make this sport such an interesting phenomenon.

Air Heads will examine a variety of colourful characters obsessed with this new concept of soaring. Among these, the viewers will meet people including; Jim and Corrine Orava. Jim, from Pemberton BC and French/Swiss born Corrine, 28 met and were soon married after an encounter at a paragliding event in France. Jim, a stuntman and rigger in the film business is a champion paraglide pilot. Corrine has been flying since her teenage years in Europe where the sport has accelerated with unsurpassed velocity. Since then, the couple have travelled the world, flying in Turkey, Peru, Venezuela, Romania, Nepal, to the Dominican Republic. Having made their home in Pemberton, BC, they enjoy a flying location in their back yard which rivals some of the best soaring in the world, right off their Mt McKenzie launch site. They have also accumulated a wealth of footage from their travels. 
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Then, of course is Lars Taylor. Lars was an Olympic athlete having competed on Canada’s national cross country ski team back in 1991. After a mountain biking accident Lars became a paraplegic and wheelchair bound. He has since married and taken up paragliding in his wheelchair. He and his wife are both certified pilots and she often assists him by pushing him down the takeoff ramp.
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Ptor Spricenieks is a minimalist in life. Known to many as a ski mountaineer and big mountain extreme skier, Ptor has taken on paragliding as extension of his being. Ptor lives the simple good life, often working a garden on a patch of land, or subsidising his being with a bit of carpentry. It is Ptor’s spiritual beliefs which link his flying to his life adventures. Living small, acting big was always his fortey. Ptor’s achievements include a first ski descent of Mt Robson’s North Face.
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Consider Sonja Cameron, an attractive twenty some young woman who is hooked on the sport. Sonja is an avid scuba diver and compares the feeling of weightlessness between the two sports.

Chris Kettles is a climber, ski mountaineer who has since taken up flying as an extension to his love for the mountains.  He flies as often as he can in Pemberton with his good friend Ptor Spricenieeks with whom they often philosophise about spiritual beliefs and the karmic chill which paragliding offers them both. Chris has networked, organized and co-ordinated many trips and expeditions in the Pemberton/Whistler community and was a well remembered character in ski bums.

Chris Muller, 28 is the top gun hanglider and paraglide pilot based in Cochrane, Alberta. Chris holds many international paraglide and hangliding records following in the footsteps of his dad, Willi Muller, who died paragliding some time back. To this day there is a Muller challenge held out of Golden BC in the honour of his dad who pioneered the sport of hangliding in Canada.
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Asia Siwocha, 38 is an attractive, athletic mother of two. After her first tandem flight she had tears in her eyes from the exhilaration experienced by her first flight. The film will follow Asia’s quest to learn how to fly as she joins the ranks of the Air Heads. She wants to share this feeling with her kids and will be taking her seven year old daughter tandem together with another pilot.
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Rounding up the team is Peter Chrzanowski, 46, an adventure filmmaker who has been flying for 15 years but only this year experienced the thrill of thermal flying. Peter is a character study in himself as far as his long list of filming mountaineering accomplishments as well as accidents go. Now he ventures head long into the sport again, this time both as a paragliding aficionado as well as a filmmaker. Peter will be flying and filming while homesteading on a property below Pemberton’s McKenzie launch next door to Chris, something which will provide additionally colourful content.

Going still further in their addiction to flying, we will hear stories of people leaving their spouses or losing loved ones as they seek that ultimate thermal lift.   “Dangerously Easy “perhaps comes to mind best, when describing the sport. It’s easy to learn but also easy to get cocky, thus ending up killed. Stories of paragliders hitting hundred foot tall Cedar trees, getting sucked into Thunder head clouds, or having terrifying wing collapses still dominate many fireside chats. Due to all this and more, Airheads becomes such an appropriate title to an obsession with a sport which demands such intense focus, that to so many, other things in life, become trivial and left unintentionally behind. Many of these occurrences can be re-enacted.
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Technology as well, has accelerated the sport towards unprecedented performance. The earlier wings only had a four to one glide ratio, while the new paragliders boast an unprecedented eight to one ratio. This enables the modern day’s pilots to stay in the air for hours and even travel huge distances, catching thermals and flying hundreds of kilometres, along mountainous ridges or scalding deserts. All this, while precariously suspended by a few meagre strings, hanging in the heavens from a nylon canopy. Since then paragliders have launched off Everest and have made top landings on peaks such as Europe’s highest Mt Blanc.

Airheads will capitalize not only on great stories and magnificent visuals, but it will also dwell into the psychology of human behaviour examining some of our addiction to the adrenaline of flight. There will be stories told, stories recounted as well as just some great reality moments as the characters all interact in, sometimes, the most precautious situations.  Sometimes sad, sometimes extremely funny, the film will examine our fascination with this phenomenon. 
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Dave Frazee on his first DOP, Super 8 job : in SEARCH FOR THE ULTIMATE RUN, a 1983/84 Extreme Explorations production.
Dave Frazee is our choice for Director of photography. David, an award winning cinematographer, is currently DOP on Da Vinci’s Inquest, one of Canada’s most successful TV programs. He has shot extreme sports since the early 80’s and has a special passion for paragliding and mountain related sports.
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OUR MENTOR: John Zaritsky has won more than 30 awards for his documentary films. Some of his most major honors include an Academy Award in 1982 for his documentary "Just Another Missing Kid", a Cable Ace Award in 1987 for "Rapists: Can They be Stopped", a Golden Gavel Award from the American Bar Association for "My Husband is Going to Kill Me", a Robert F. Kennedy Foundation Award for "Born in Africa", and an Alfred Dupont Award from Columbia University's School of Journalism in 1994 for "Romeo and Juliet in Sarajevo".







Contact: Peter Chrzanowski, Petercperu@yahoo.ca, 604-813-2200, www.explorex.net 


